we have received from him?unceasing industry in the study of his subject, vigilant attention to the work of others, and the habit of giving his friendship and encouragement to the younger men all over Britain who were devoting themselves to the study of children. In the development and expansion of the subject which took place during his lifetime, his own work and his influence upon others have played a notable part.
All branches of medicine, whose study is pursued in a medical school, have two principal aims?the winning of more knowledge, and the widest dissemination of that knowledge by teaching. The institution of this Chair ought to have these two main objectives: it should make a better provision in Edinburgh for the special study of children and their diseases; it should also provide a better teaching of the subject.
On this occasion I shall say little about the first objective. Every one recognises the primary importance of medical study. There has been a great advance in medical knowledge of children in the last fifty years, and it is not likely that there will be any faltering in that progress through the neglect of clinical and scientific study in children's hospitals. But I hope, presently begin to attract to it some of the best of our young graduates who will be able to find in it their lifework and a worthy career. In the adjoining fields of medicine there are plenty of stubble geese at work, some of them only picking up a bare living. Some of them will now be raising their long heads and looking into this promising field, and making for the gate.
To those of us who are already engaged in the study and practice and teaching of the subject, the foundation of the Chair is a fresh start and a stimulus to more active study and to more efficient teaching.
